Pass It On
Hebrews 11:20-23

Introduction:

It only takes a spark…
By faith ﻿﻿Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 
“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come. By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones. By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's edict.” (Hebrews 11:21-23).
I.   Isaac – A Man with His Sons – (Died at 180)
Isaac was the second generation of the covenant.

In some ways his life pictured the life of Jesus:

1. He was obedient unto death.

2. He was a bridegroom waiting for his bride.

His sons were anything but that.

A. The Decision of Esau - Genesis 25:28-34

Isaac was 137 here.
He disdained the covenant.
Jacob was his mother’s favorite.
Esau was his father’s favorite.
Esau came in from the field hungry.

Jacob had cooked some lentil soup.

Jacob made a bargain - Soup for the blessing.
This was between them – not their father.
B. The Deception of Jacob – Genesis 27

By faith he desired the blessing, by fear he went after it.
God had already chosen Jacob (Genesis 25:23)
﻿



“Two nations are in your womb, and the older shall serve the younger.” (Also Mal 1:21 and Rom. 9:12-13)

Yet Jacob schemed to get it.

“God helps those who help themselves” {Not in the Bible}
But God helped the man who thinks God needs help.
He tricked his father with his mother’s help.
C. The Desperation of Esau – Genesis 27:24-39


Isaac thought enough of the covenant blessing to pass it on.
He also thought enough of it not to change his mind.

Esau asked Isaac to take it back and give it to him. Isaac couldn’t and wouldn’t.

Esau sought the blessing with tears- to no avail. 

With that context Hebrews 12:17 can be rightly understood:

Hebrews 12:17

﻿“For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was ﻿﻿rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears. 

“By faith Jacob, when he was dying, ﻿﻿blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.” (v. 21)
II. Jacob – A Man with His Grandsons - Genesis 48:1-48 (Died at 147)
Greek saying: A child of my child is twice my child.
Bumper sticker: If I had known how much fun grandchildren would be, I would have had them first.
A. The Adoption – Genesis 48:5-6
Joseph was the son of Rachel, Jacob’s favorite wife.
“And now your ﻿﻿two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. Your ﻿﻿offspring ﻿﻿whom you beget after them shall be yours; they will be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 

So Joseph received a double portion of the land.

12 tribes received land, but Levites received none.
B. The Attempt to Influence – Genesis 48:17-18


Joseph put Manasseh on Jacob’s right and Ephraim on his left.


The older should receive the blessing.
C. The Conferring of the Blessing 

Jacob crossed his hands and Ephraim received the blessing.



Isaac over Ishmael, 

Jacob over Esau, 

Joseph over Reuben, 

     

Ephraim over Manasseh. 

It took Jacob a lifetime of discipline to learn that fact. But he learned it, and now he blessed the younger over the older. 
“By faith ﻿﻿Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.” (11:22)
III. Joseph – A Man with His Brothers – Genesis 50:24-25 (Died at 110)
We pick up the story after his brothers had sold him into slavery and he had risen to power in Egypt and saved his whole family and nation.
A. The Encouragement – Genesis 50:24
“And Joseph said to his brethren, “I am dying; but ﻿﻿God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to the land ﻿﻿of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

B. The Instructions – Genesis 50:25

He had been in Egypt since he was 17 (over 90 years).
Then ﻿﻿Joseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, “God will surely ﻿﻿visit you, and ﻿﻿you shall carry up my ﻿﻿bones from here.” 

C. The Compliance 

Exodus 13:19﻿
“And Moses took the ﻿﻿bones of ﻿﻿Joseph with him, for he had placed the children of Israel under solemn oath, saying, ﻿﻿“God will surely ﻿﻿visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here with you.” 
Joshua 24:32
“The bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel had brought up out of Egypt, they buried at Shechem,”
“By faith ﻿﻿Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s ﻿﻿command.”
IV. Jochebed - A Woman with Her Husband - Exodus 2:1-10 Amram and Jochebed - Exodus 6:20
What we have seen so far is that men have got Israel into trouble, now a mother is going to be the means of delivering them.

The King’s edict was “kill all male babies”.
A. The Resolution 

She would not kill him.

She hid him for 3 months.

Because: he was a beautiful child.
They were not afraid of the king’s command.
B. The Plan 

Then she put him in a little floating crib.
Miriam watched to see what would happen.

Many women:



The mid-wives

Moses’ mother;  

Pharaoh’s own daughter; 

Moses’ own sister. 

All the women are anonymous in Exodus 2. 

C. The Results

He was found by Pharaoh’s daughter.


His mother nursed him – 2 or 3 years, and was paid to do so.


The formative years were with his own family.

D. The Reason 

So that he could deliver his people.

God’s sovereign plan is always on schedule.

Conclusion:

God used Fathers



Grandfathers/Grandmothers




Brothers/sisters





Mothers.

You fit into one of those categories. We have another covenant to pass on.

God wants to use us 

whoever we are

whenever the opportunity arises

wherever we go


however we can



with whatever we have
to pass it on and to encourage others to do the same.
